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PREFATORY NOTICE. 

The following Letters^ 'from the pen of mtson, 
«nd addressed to the late Mr George Paton> of the 
Custom-House^ Edinburgh, are now for the first 
time printed :— and it is presumed no apology is ne- 
cessary for laying before the public these interesting 
remains, of an individual who was so much, andnw 
justly celebrated for his literary attainments. 

Mr Paton had, £ir a long series of years, devoted 
himself to the study of Scotish antiquities. From 
his &ther, who was a bookseller in Edinburgh, he 
acquired a large collection of books, to which the un- 
remitting industry of a long life enabled him to make 
large and important additions. Although his means 
were limited, (his income as a derk in the Custom- 
House for many years not exceeding the small pit- 
tance of £60,) he was enabled, by frugality, and per- 
haps by some small sum left him by his father, not 
only to subsist in a reputable manner, but gradually 
to increase his valuable library. 
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He died upon the 6th of March 1807> at an ad* 
vanoed age, aod greatl j regretted by those who had 
the pleaaiire of being acquainted with him. In the 
Gentleman's Magacine for October the same year^ 
the following notice of his demise occurs:— 

'* At Edinburgh, in his 87th year, Mr George 
Paton; who, notwithstanding he held no higher 
rank than the place of a clerk in the Custom-House, 
had a mind and a library enriched wkh a &nd of 
antiquarian knowledge of North Britain, hiftoiica} 
and topographiealf oonfesKd by tibe obligations whic^ 
all had to his Taried stores^ and by thepecnliar pum 
which certain of his neighbours took to conceal his 
deadi and the destination of his books. Among the 
many who experienced his friendly aid, none hat 
more gratefully repressed it than the editor of the 
new edition of the Brituh Topography, and of Cam- 
deu*8 BrUannia ; in the Pre&ee to the first of whichi 
he speaks of him, as '' having spared no tronble ob 
expense to enlarge the article of Seotish topogram 
phy; which, in the course of ten years from liie 
first edition, by the indefikkigable attention of his 
very ingenious and oommmncative friend, Mr George 
Paton, of the Custom-House, Edinbuigh, he was 
enabled to nearly double." There is a small por« 
trait of him, a private plate, etched in 17*85 ; when 
he was " aet. 64, nat 1721/' Mr Raton's brewer 
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Was minister at Eoclesfechan, where lie died lately^ 
possessed also of a valuable library." 

The correspondence between Paton and Gongb, 
b preserved in the Advocates^ Library^ and it a&rds 
the most decLdve proof of the value of the infinrma* 
tion given. Of its importance, Gough was fully 
aware ; and the kindly and afibctiotiate tone of his 
letters, shews, how grateful he &lt for the assis^nce 
affixrded. There is a manly and affectionate sincerity 
about them much to his credit, and they present a 
remarkable contrast to the letters from Bishop Percy, 
who was under equally great obligations to Paton, 
but who, courtier like, proffered much more than he 
ever intended to perform ; and probably imagined, 
that the unmeaQixig compliments he paid him were 
a sufficient return for thie favours conferred. 

Paton's communications were not, however, relish- 
ed by one of the individuals, whose productions were 
by his means brought in a somewhat un&vourable 
point of view before the public, in that valuable 
work, for assisting him in which, Gough had paid 
him such deserved compliments ; as Captain Ann* 
strong, who had engraved some maps of the more 
southern counties of Scotland, and whose productions 
had been to a certain extent censured, thought proper 
to favour the respectable old gentleman with the 
following most extraordinary epistle :—- 
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Norwich^ .V«y lit 1782* 

Sir* 

It was iMfc till veiy lately Oat Mr Govgh's two 
Tolumes of Britidi Topqgraphj fill iato my hands. 
Af he acknowledges himself hdiolden ioj/ou £x the 
Scottish anecdotes, I cannot sapjttess astrong inclina* 
tion to congratulate the puUic on the joint lahours of 
ifffo gentlemen, remarkable for their depth of under- 
standing and impartial criticisms, which I shall moat 
certainly do (in gratitude for your yery liberal account 
of my publications) before I am a twelvemonth older : 
but, as f am now writing in confidence^ I still will 
be more friendly. 

The whole woiic is a stupid, ill-digested, ignorant, 
and illiberal jumble of scraps and opinions, toe con- 
temptible for serious perusal. 

It certainly was not the original intention of the 
compiler of this Catalogue of twopenny halfpenny 
pamphlets and prints to become a Bemewerl By 
whose adnoe he has presumed to ewell the books 
with hu and tfour diaracters of publications, I Icnow 
not ; but he owes great obligations to the Monitor for 
rendering the work a base, libellous, rascally per- 
formance, evidently calculated to injure individual^ 
and impose on the public a surreptitious detail of 
things, in a manner partly uninteresting, and partly 
flagitious. 
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I yfiU not condescend^ ai preufU, to enter into a 
xefutation of such of the articles as come within my 
own knowledge, but will rest mj opinion of the 
whole by those* I cannot, however, pass over one 
item, the Map ofPeMeshire, to which you have 
tacked «ome observations totally false, as may be 
proved t)y the opinions of every gentleman in that 
eounty.* For this, and many other invidious asser- 
tions to be found in the books, you and the affected 
Mr Gough deserve more than I have an opportunity 
at this distance of bestowing. I remain to both p»« 
sonally a stranger; and am. Sir, one who holds you 
both in proper conton^t 1 

MosTVN Jno. Armstbono. 

Armstrong did not limit his abuse to Paton, but 
at the same time transmitted the ensuing letter to 
Gough. 

* The offensive passages are as Mow : *' A Survey, in two 
dieets, by Armstrong and Son, 1774 ; a copy from Edgar, the 
plate lost**— *^ A Companion to the Map of the County of 
Peebles, or Tweeddale, published 20th June, 177S> Edin. 8vo. 
by AtmstiDng. This was certainly composed by some proprie- 
tor in this county, although assumed by Armstrong.*' VoL ii 
p.70«. 



NmwM^ 3i^ lA 1788. 
SlA, 

On a ouftorjr pwoatl of joar Aiieedolef of BritiA 
Topognplif , in tiro vohimef, I fimndamoogBt than 
to waaof errors and m Ur e pr e a e M iatioM, and Mme of 
them afvpoor to mudi the nnlt of dmgm, or effbet 
of ^noroM)^ that I oooU not npraai llion ftelii^ 
wUdi an naluzal to one, who, after leceiTiiig the 
nioil flattering teiliiBoniet of poUie approbatuaijieea 
bis own worki noorded witk ollien as swrrepUAms 
and umMykL What ronrlnsion must the reader 
draw &0Bk an opiaion so injurious to the reputation 
of an author? Either the miihor or Mr Gough has 
deceived the public ! and it behoves each to vindicate 
or correct his assertions. With that sentiment, I 
shall take the liberty of selecting J&om the British 
Topqgraphy, such paragraphs as merit noUee, with 
the most candid remarks on each,«^8uA only as 
truth and justice require. These, Sir, I mean to 
submit to the publk. 

I do not conceive that the nature of your compila- 
tion ought to have admitted of any criiicUms on the 
merits of topographical publications ; and the more 
especially, unless you had been enabled to do so in 
toto* But it does not appear to me that either your 
temper or talents are suited to so arduous a tasL I 
am willing, however, to beb'eve, that you have, in 
some instances, been prejudiced by interested motives. 
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fX wided by tbose persons who affi>rded as^istax)^ ; 
of which your Soota caterer is a damniiig proof. 

I have hitherto deferred writing to yxm on the sub« 
jeety as not being resolved in what manner I should 
communicate the numenms partial and flagitiouB 
enors and misrepresentations which I haT^ disoo* 
▼ei^ in every section of your books. Thia is the 
only letter I have any intention of directing to ffom ; 
I shall, therefoe, sabscribe myself, in tbonmghcon* 
tempt of you and your SooU fiiend. 
Sis, 
Your most humble servant, 

MofiTYN Jno. AftMSTBOiNa. 

P.S.^1 have wrote by this post to Mr Faton at 
Edinburgh. 

Paton was in the middle of a letter to his fiiend, 
when Armstrong's philippic came to hand. *^ While 
writing this, the inclosed impertinent, ignorant, scur* 
riSoas rhapsody was brought me ; forgive my trana> 
mitting it for perusal, whidi be kind enough as rie« 
turn at pleasure. (I) am diffident of resolution, 
whether such a blondadng blockhead of an impostor, 
shall have any answer made him ; horse- whipping 
would serve him better than a r€|>ly : I wish to have 
it again, to shew some here who know his &c. &c 
He is below notice, and despise him, as he is gene* 
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talljsolieie. The jmnt tricks of -fiMlieraad Mm bdng 
to well known in tkii plae^ tliej could Teaain no 
longer with db." 

In eniwer, Gongh mentiaBt that, '' fimn theeoun- 
terpen which Mr Armttrong tent to me (of whidi 
I enclose m copy,) that he intended yon a like ourk 
of his regard. Sflence is the only answer to such 
dirty impertinence, and his character aaems too well 
known among yoo. If I do not mistake^ I met with 
the elder when I was in Scotland: hewasferyfiillof 
himsdfi and his discoveries in surveying. Do you 
know whence they come, and of what country? He 
has heen possessed of my hook a full twelve months, 
and he got it by eichangeof some of his Surveys with 
Mr T. Payne after some importunity.** In reply 
Paton stated, ** I am obliged to you for the return 
of Armstrong's letter, as likewise for (the) copy of the 
one he sent you. Nothing else could be lodsed for 
from such mean creatures as Father and Son, both 
whose abilities, conduct, and impositions, are too well 
known here for them to have made a longer stay with 
us. I make no doubt of the old man's boastings : 
these were only ideal, for he never put them in 
practice. He was in a marching regiment, where he 
was held in contempt; (he) originated from the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle upon Tyne ; they have 
.assurance enough to barter their impressions, for 
any articles can be disposed of more readily than their 
own unmerchantible maps." 



As might be anticipated, neither Gough or hi5 friend 
ever heard any more on the subject : it is probable 
that upon cooling, the Armstrongs judged it more 
prudent to be quiescent Howerer, as Paton was- 
evidently writing under feelinga of irritation, the 
character given by him of these individuals cannot 
be depended on. 

Upon a subsequent occasion, a more formidablei and 
still more virulent attack was made upon him> by 
that most unaccountable person, John Pinkerton; 
who, taking offence at some criticisms which Paten 
had made upon his works, vomited forth such a tci^ 
rent of abuse,* as completely eclipsed Captain Arm* 
strong's mare temperate animadversions. 

Among his correi^Kmdents were, (besides Gough, 
Percy, and Ritson,) Dr Robertson, Lord Hailes, Pen« 
nant, Oeoige Chalmers, Ciqptain Grose, Callander 
of Craigfbrth, Riddel of Glenriddell,.Low, the author 
of the Fauna Orcadetms, and various other indivi- 
duals equally distinguished for their acquirements. 
From their letters, which are preserved in the Advo- 
vocates' Library, a selection might be made fully as 
interesting as instructive. 

His books, probably the most curious and valu- 
able odlection of the kind ever eiqposed to sale in this 

• See his letter, privately printed in " IieUqui€e Scoikte/* 
8m £din. 1827, No. 18. 
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country, were sold bj auction in the jear 1S09^* 
and his manuBcr^tSi prints, ooin^ ftc wero snbso* 
quently disposed of in a sitiilaiC manlier, the lattief 
aale commenced upon the Sd, and terminated on die 
l£di December 1811.t 

Besides the priTate prints menliofted in the notiee 
of Mr Paton given in the Obituarj of the GfBtla« 
ttan's Magasinej there i« an etdiing by Kay^ done 
sometime in the year 17874 1^ Anfetquaxian 
Society of Edinbuigh, of which he was a member, 
possess a beantiliil diawing in chalk of him. bf 
ficown; whkh, it is much to be legretted, has nol^ 
with' the other portraits (equally weU ezeeated) of dm 
original members of that Sodety, been engmved* 

Althongb Mr Paton assisted in the pobUcelaoa of 
▼ariihis worLfl^ it ii not beUeted diat fie ever pR>» 
dttced any thing of his dwn: there leeoMf^ hewever* 
good reason to suppose, that, besides the assistance 
given'to Mr Ooogb in his Topography, he partly, 
if not wholly, edited the first edition (in one voL) 

* The sale iMgan on Monday, 27th Febniary, snd ended oo 
the 25th of March thereafter. 

f Priced copies of this and the preceding catalogue are 
scarce. 

X There tett fi?e figitfes in the etching,— Mr John IlAfid- 
•on. Lord Henderland, Mr Paton, Lord Monfaoddo, and Dr 
Huttoo. Paton is represented as a very respectable looking el- 
derly gentleman, both in this and the private print. They are 
equally scarce. 
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of the Collection of Scotish Balldds usually ascribed 
to David Herd. It is evidently in allusion to it, 
that Bishop Percy, in a letter dated 9th February 
1769, returns his " best thanks" for his (Paton's) let- 
ter, and for " the very kind and valuable present of 
your book, which is a very desirable addition to my 
collection of ancient Songs and Poems." He hopes 
it will succeed, '* so that you will be excited to give 
us another volume of the same kind." This is pro- 
bably the '^tantalising" specimen alluded to by 
Ritson. The edition of Urquhart of Cromarty's 
Tracts, printed at Edinburgh in 1774*, has errone- 
ously been assigned to him, for in a letter to Gough 
he pointedly disclaims any concern with the work. 
It is by no means unlikely that Herd was the editor. 

It only remains to notice, that the letters are print- 
ed> without variation, from the originals in the Ad« 
vocates' Library. It is the more necessary to state 
this, as the adoption of the capital "/," so cmitrary to 
Ritson's usual practice, might induce a suspicion that 
liberties had been taken with the text. In the ca- 
talogue of songs alone, the small " i" occurs. 

As so much is said about the Shakspeare forgery 
in the letters, a few short extracts from the corre- 
spondenoe of Gough and Paton will be found in the 
Appendix; together with the celebrated Critique 
upon the Scotish Songs, which there can be little 
doubt was written by Pinkerton. 



PROX 

JOSEPH RITSOlTy ESQ. 

TO 

Me GEORGE PATON. 

I. 

6raif9 Inn, 15/A Noo. ligz. 
SIB, 

ArpiiYiNO to you without ceremony as a lover 
and promoter of all literary undertakings, par* 
ticularly such as are any way connected with 
your native cfountry, I take the liberty U> in- 
close three printed leaves of an intended publi- 
cation of ScojCish Bongs, which I shall esteem 
it ft particular favour if you would be pteaefed 
to coUate cait^fiiUy with Lend HyndfoidV UStJ^ 

* CmtBfiK^j cbM the ^' Bamitttyne MS.** fimm Us hnving 
been compiled by George Bium^tyne, « mercbant in Edi^- 
bars^, to whose mdefiuigtble .faidnetry we are h&dsbted for tho 
prcMKf«don of the goeai bodf of ewly Seotith Poetry. 
B 



in the Advpofttesr^ library^ : Itt isthe 'only piece 
which escaped 'me when at Ec£Dl>urgh, and you 
will easily find it by the first line in the Index. 

The other article I trouble you with is a list 
of words occurring in Sootish Songs, most of 
which I neither understand myself, nor can find 
explained in any Glossary. All of them, how« 
ever, are probably familiar to you ; and I can 
idy with confidence on the explanations with 
which you may be jdeased to favour me. 

Dr Farmer, not baring his copy of ^ David 
liindsay^s Satyres in town, has obligingly pro- 
mised to send down for it to Cambridge. I 
shall expect it, of course, in a few dajrs. 

The date of your book of Grodly Songs is 
1621 ; Mr Brand, chaplain to the Duke of Nor- 
Ihumberland, has a perfect copy, of which Mr 
Chahners gave me the full title. It is dearly 
the same edition with yours. I have never 
heard of a third copy. 

I am possessed of a very rare and eiirious 
book. It is, « The Seuin Seages Translatit out 
of Frois in Scottia Meter be lohne Holland in 
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Dalkeith* Imprentit at Edifil>urgb be lohne 
Bo8) for Henrie Cfaarteris, Mil>.LxxVni.^ 8va 
b. L There is a later edition mentioned by 
Ames, but I know no tine whd has it 

You .w91 oblige* me* teiy mucb' by saying 
whether, in the course of jroujr e&temnve re* 
searches, you have ever met with any specimen 
of the vu^ar language d[ Ssotlahd prior to the 
year 1250; or iviiat you thkolk 'that language 
waes viz. whether Graelic^or English. I am^ 
With gteilt respect, • 
Sib, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 

J. BITSON,. 
P.S. Do you know any thing of Sir Alexander 
Halket, who he was, or when he lived or died ? 

II. 

Grays Inn, 8th Jan. 1793.* 
SIR, 

I BEFSKBED, perhaps imjntiperly, the ao- 

knowle^gment of your favours of the 8th and 

* Ititl792iQtheletter,butti)kisevklenUyami8Ulce. 



IVth ult till the arrival of the small parcel yov 
nentioned, which I expected some weeks sinc^ 
but did not receive till yesterday. 

I am much obliged both to you and to the 
gentleman who took thetiouble to go through 
my list of dd Sootish words, many of which^ I 
must presume, are become altogether obsolete 
and unintelligible, or confined, at least, to some 
r^lDote part of the country^ as I cannot assent 
to ^ery esplanation your iriend has given; 
though I shall ^rest satisfied with what I have 
done, and neither j^ve you, myself, or any one 
ds^: further trouble idbout the matter. I am 
very thankful for the reference to Joceline^s Life 
of St Mungo, which I shall immediately see 
after. 

You must cease to consider Lord Hailes as a 
moHjaiikfid pub&sher'; as I, who have collated 
many of his articles with the Bannatyne MS. 
know the cpntraiy tp my cost I do not, in- 
deed, ixxeaxi to say that he is so intentionally: 
faithless as Ramsay ; but I do say that his tran- 
scdpts have been very inaccurate, that he has ia 
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ndmerous inBtances wilfblly altered the origliuf 
•rtbbgnipby, and not UBfrequently xnisinterptet^ 
ed the text of the MS. which I suspect he was 
occaflidnally unable Id read. I am much obliged 
bj your offer of a copy of his Lordship'*s public 
cation ; but you will pfermk Ine to ihfonn ybu, 
that I possess aot/onlyrtbis,* but ■- almost everj 
other .^ume c^ Scotisb Poetry; andcfnt bv 
modern, hitherto printed, except > your Qodlg 
Songs ; and lEun nearly as .perfect' an Scotish 



- r am BOW satisfied that no one' can telline 
friEWi good' authority what was Hie vulgar lanh. 
guage of the «ottth of Scotland in the ISth cen^ 
tury. I, however, entirely concur with you in 
cpimofi, that it was tiie Englis(i Saxon. ' Didf 
mention to you that I had got a genuine Scot* 
isb fiohg of the year 1289 P 

The Gaelic MS. mentioned by your friend to 
be in the Advocates^ Library, I suppose I isaw. 
I know nothing of Gaelic; but the character, f 
perceive, is Irish, and the writing, as I coiyec* 
'ture, of the last century ; at any rate, zMt of Ro^ 
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here Bnice's time. I riiDuldfae|Mof <^£utli. 
f id UinilaUaa of thid; iMut of the MS. in wU^ 
tbeatttharspeekeQf.himflel^ Ue ege» or oeuA- 
tij ; es I em emdoiu to be coDYiaoed of a Godb 

MS. 

, Your edhioQ of dm <^ SefM SegviTt eeem 
equelly noe nith the two fivmer. I meoti o iw 
ed it to .Mr Chehaen^ who meens to fimnirthe 
public with the exact ecooapt of theongmmid 
pragrem of Sootiah typcxgiefdiy, bjr wajioCpte- 
face, as I ooncdve, to his lafe of Buddimas. 

I dbeerved, in oonsequettoe of a queiy iO'your 
first letter, that John Knos is in an -oldbeok, 
in my posaessbn, intitled m Ane IXspuialioii 
concerning the coatspuenit hendis of teligimi, 
he." Paris 1581, gcpoally sdled <'4Miiv John 
Kmnox C* and you wttlfind, Ipns^me^lhalhe 
was a secular priest, who had taken lus degree 



tdly got up tale catalpgiic 2M6. ^ Bulknid** Scfvs Si^geti 
Scots metter, Uack letter, 1531. The Edo^i of the Poet B. 
Mantuah CtfmdHan, 1573. The IMuel Conquered. Tobac- 
co, a Poem^i651«** In one vohime 18nio> 



t^M.A.attheUiiirenty: a character tawliidi 
I befienv th^ Fbpe^s knighthood was. confined. 

There is a oollectkm oF ^ Andent Songs** 
Utriv published by Johnson mStPaors.Cbufcb 
Yard, in whidi Dr.Fercy^s .Thectfy of the old 
•Englidi Minstrds is criticised^ and perhaps con- 
lilted: I am sorry. I have fiot a copy qf it for 
your acceptance. I irisb, hcfwever, you would 
please to infiNrm me how. I can send you any 
thing of this kind sooner or easyer, than yo« 
can procure it by means of ibe booksellers in 
Edinburgh. 

I am sorry that Dr.Farmer has. not been able 
to find the volume of tracts containing << Sir O. 
Im^ntfn Satwe*** He apposes it to have been 
lent to Mv. Mi^ne, to whom Mr Steevens had 
.prpmis^ to make immediate application. But 
per|iaps,you have al^ready learned that Pinker- 
ton has, latdy published .t];iese Satires from a 
(very incorrect) copy of the Hyndfbrd MS. to- 
gether with the various readings of the printed 
ediUon ; published under the name of 6. Nichols, 
for C. Dilly, in the Poultry, 3 vols, crown 8va 
price 9s. He has had the impudence and dis- 
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lioneBty to iaMrt in Uus inrileedM * cnriMui oU 
MS. poem in my poaesrion, ofwhieh a ftknl 
of his had mne yean nnoe ramptitioQily M>* 
tuned a eopy, and which on that friend*! appKi' 
cation from him, I pontivdy refuaed my leave 
i0 print He^ tir some one far him, (Mr Car- 
'donnel, I presume) has had the use of the old 
Volume of tracts in the Advocales* libracy. 

I have been aUe to meet with noiiatber ink 
telligenbe about Sbr Alexander Halkist Heis 
sidd to be the author of Crtidbtiy, and I stnmgiy 
suspect him to have had a principal hand in the 
fofgeiy of iSToftl^ibtcil^ iriiich is altthat^ 
-of him. I 

I am Sony to find that businenB dbould pans 
iso hard upon you at a time of life which dxmUl 

be devoted to ease and indulgence ; and the 
more so, as it deprives the puUic of all benefll 
from the exertion of those talents and thai 
knowledge of men apd books of which the^ 
have had so tantaUzbg a specimen. I am, 

SlE, 

Very sincerely and respectfully yours, * 

J.ftlTSOK. 



P«& Wfaem jrod xftll ip at JUr Lfix^Vfko^ 
)pktm totJ faim that I hate not yet reoemd 
tile ptioel of boolu £com his calakgue. 

' rii. 

Groy^ Jim, 5M March 1794. 
' DBAB8Z&, 

I RAVS been exUemdiy moitifyed to leani> 
tiiat lite paiml which I delivered directed for 
you, to'Geotge HoherCeoiiy in the beginning of 
last year, and which he professes to faaye sent 
by a jwraoii beloogoig to Kirkaldie, has entirdy 
niscarried. Itoontainedthesuj^lementtoyour 
defecdve copy of Sir David Lindsay's Satyre^ 
and some other papers, I believe of less mo^i 
Blent I would have found other meanadfonu 
veyance, but coneluded from the drcumstance 
(rf youc fipiendship with Mr Robertson, that I 
could not consult dther expedition or security 
better than, by entrusting it to hiuL I hav6 
sailed repeatedly at his shop to kam the name 
of the man, but am never able to find him at 
home. We must therefore, I fear, give the par^ 
eel up for lost 
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. ThoQghy tt I am persuaded I bare iilready 
tdd jou, I do not milch arinm Lard HuUt' 
judgment in the aeledtiou he made fiom your 
Godly BaUads, I am not the kfli obliged to 70a 
for the copy I received, and which has sufficient 
nierit as coming fiomagentlemanofwliosefrieikU 
sUp iuid&vaiir I shdi be always very pnnid. 

I shall beg your acoq[)tlalde shortly of a small 
collection of Sootish Songs; with which I ha?e 
oertuidy taken some pains, tboogh I cannot 
boast that the result is altogether sucessful or 
satisfactory. You will perceive, however, by m 
note at the end' of the work, that I have been 
fortunate enough to asoertttn the exact date of 
Sir D. Lindsay^s Satyre, which appears to have 
been originally Represented before thfe king and 
queen at Linlithgow, on the 6th of January 
1539* Any correctionSj improvonents, or ob- 
serVations will be duly reg^dedL 

The impreteion of another little yolume, of 
which I believe I shewed you a fragment, en«» 
titled << The Caledonian Muse,^ which had en« 
gaged my attention for a great many years, and 
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msftX. bttt got iiesiiy JtarfjF^fo^ publicatioti^ has 
ten latdjrdestmywL^by afifeiii fhepnauafu 
Imiie;* so that I nathtir pdBBaM, nor cMf pro- 
ciir%4Me aiBgk ctipj.* f^t^ ftrtuMHi^^Jbrio mttiMfi / 
. Youwmhave4Mani^*i|n]MSliie,thirtWiiiton*s 
Chronicle by a Mr MiuspheiMiv is iti gteat fiir* 
wardneas. It i8toii»iMbluiy in potiitof<k>rteGCiie88 
«nd typography, aay thing' that ku hitherto 
appeared But I eonlets the Bprnmen I hate 
aeen betrayed symptoms of licentiousnesci and 
affectation, which I can neither approire of nor 
account for. 

Pinkerton^ seems busy in his intaided His- 
tory of Scotland. Whether it is tQ be the same 
with that advertised under the name of Robert 
Heron,* I cannot learn* Hb treatment of the 

* Pinkerton brought oat his *' Letters on L|tenttu||p^* un- 
der the fictitioas name o£ ^* Bobert Heron.'* It nngularly hap- 
pened thata'^ Bohectfiflran," a man of soine litenry acquire- 
mentst did then exist, and that ]^e ,wm ab^^t to p«b]jish f 
liistory of Scothmd. Pinkerton was also at the time engaged 
in his History of the Stewarts, and thus the puzzle whicb 
perplexed Ritsop arose. Of the unfintunate Ikte of the ml 
Robert Heron, a very interesting account will be found in 
Murray's valuable, but undeservedly neglected, literary His« 
tory of Galloway. 



y 
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^ Cdtic savages^ b to be speedily resented m 
Ittiot bjr tbe Beverend Jdm Lane BuchowiH 
jMNDiiuU author of ^ Traveb ia the Westeni 
^Hebridesy^ wb6 seemsi b ftct, to be as verj a 
Celt ais bis antasonist could possibly wish for. I 
jKOk woaty tp find so good a cause in the hands of 
audh nxL incompetent adTooate 

I induige; myself at preaent with the hopes of 
'i^eing you in the course of the ensuing sunii* 
mer: and in the meanwhile^ request you to boi. 
iievemey 

Dkab S1B9 
' YoiUr-oncerefiicndwidfiiitltrul 
Obedient servant, 

J. WTSQNv 

IV. 

Gra^i Inn, I9ih Jan. 179i^. 
BEAR SIR, 

' The receit of yoinr obliging favour, ^which the 

expectation of a cover prevented by immediately 

acknowledging,) gave me great pleasure. I am 

sorry to have been deprived of the still greater 

pleasure of a personal interview ; but can assure 
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you, that the circumstanqes whieh conspired tcx 
defeat my proposed visit to *^ the good town** 
did not include a want of inclination. 

I shall be highly gratifyed with a penisi^ of* 
the fragments of Scotish Scnigs oollicted by Hifr' 
Herd,* which may be sent by the mail, under 

* David Herd is known as the editor of a curioust and now 
imnewhaft rare colleetion of Soots Songs, of which the (list e4^*. 
tion in one volttme appeared in the year 1769, and the second 
edition in two volmnes In the year 1779* In the preparaticni 
of this work, Herd derived considerable assistmee from his 
lUend Geoige Paton. He was a deik In the oflioe of Mr 
Band RosseQ, accountant in Edinbnrgh ; and although gene- 
ridly termed a writer, is understood never to have entered with 
•oy of the onpatatioiii. He Wis a quiet, well meamng, and 
industrious man, without any pretence, and did not deserve 
ihe character of an ** illiterate and injudicious eompiler,*' which' 
Mr Pinfcerton was pleased to bestow upon him. See Phikerton't 
letters to Paton, Rettjuee Scoiicee^ No. 18. Edin. Svo, 1828. 
David could say bitter things too, as the following excerpt from 
B letter of his to Paton, relative to the edition of the Wallace 
printed by the Morisons at Plerth (3 vols. 12mo.) will testify. 

^ My Xiord Buchan has caused ihe editor put at the begin- 
hing, a picture of a brozy fat mendicant, aged 50 years at leasts 
and this he calls the Young Hero Wallace, who was cut off hi 
his 29th year I 

•< ^ On a former occasion he made them give the figure of an 
Uiotiod ^Hstorted monster, under the denommation of that ao* 
complished Prince, James the I. 
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ooTer to Mr Chalmers, to whom either yourself 
or Mr Laing may posably have other matters* 
to oommunicate; and shall be returned with 
equal safety, «nd ptohaUy by the aame con- 
▼eyanoe.* I feel mysdf much indebted and 



b. 



«« Thqr 00^ to ham fBtomed bodi to wipe hb Loidd^*t 



**Thmnda^^9lh Dee. ITSOr 

* TlMfeieenistohavebeeD«iiMddi7,ODtlitpntofPaliB» 
ia tnuMmittiiig the btlladi, which Herd did not aeem pleieed 
inth, at upon the 3d Jannaiy be addreMci the fdDowing letter 
tohitftieiid. 

*' I hATe not ben abraid much in the cteningi thie wedc to 
cdl upon TOO, owing to the ilippefyncM of the itnelt ; and 
tbeKfiice lend yoa indoaed the bua old aong to be lorwazded 
with the former pacoel to Mr Bitaon. 

** By hif bu* letter to you, I see he ii anzioua £ot thoMk I 
do not altogether approre of thb method of long hanging up » 
gentleman upon the tenter hooks of expectation, foe • £ew fieag- 
ments, as it is en h anci n g their value more> than he may after- 
wards think them worth. 

** I do not want any of them to be fetnmed to me; be ie 
extremely welcome to make whathe pleases of them, and if any 
thing fiirther in that line falls m my way afterwards, I shall 
giTO it to you to be transmittedi Mr Labig will fiwwaid year 
paoquet by the mail coach— we have expeiienoed what it is to 
trwst private hands. The last almanac I sent to Mr Syme by 
an-officer who was to leave it at Newcastle ftr him, bat (be) 
never thouj^t more of it till he arrived at Plymouth.** Bit- 
son was not disappointed with the oommunicatioos, as will be 
seen fiom his next letter. 
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oUiged, both to Mr Herd and yourself, for thb 
proof of your attention and liberality. My lit* 
tie collection, I fear, was scarcely worth your 
acceptance, as there can be very few things in it 
which you were not abready acquaintfd with. 
Could I, indeed, have made it convenient^ to 
have passed a summer or two in the south of 
Scotland, I might perhaps have been able, to 
rend^ it more gratifjring to (mrioaty. 

If, the Duke of Bojcburgh^s edition of the 
" Godly Songs^'bear the date of I6OO5 1 should 
suppose it to be dither the^^ on second; as I 
believe your own was printed in 16S1. The 
date, indeed, is unluckily cut off,, but Mr 
Chalmers supplyed me with the fuU title pf a 
copy in the possession of Mr Brand, a dergy- 
man, (Secretary to the Society of Antiquaries,) 
which agreed in every respect with that of yours. 
I should certainly be glad enough to see the 
DttkeV bode, but have no opportunity of gain- 
ing access to it If I may take the liberty to re- 
fer you to my ^* Historical Essay/' (pp. xxxvii 
li), you will perceive upon what grounds I con- 
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dTude die aniboF of « The Coinpiiinit of Scot. 
Imide^'^aiid the author of the << Godly 8oot< 
to be one and the Mune penon, and aiao hoir 
muoh I am indebted to jaar frkndihip for the 
diiooveiy. I am persuaded tfnt Sk Jmet 
laghs^a title to the fermer of thoet woAm^ ia 
merely founded upon a mirtafc-r of Dr Mncton- 
lie^yor of eome person he had eonmlted. That 
Lord Oxfijrd*a copy of the book, (whatever u 
beeomeofit,) actually pomemed the title^ and 
that the audior^e name appeared thereby to b^ 
<< Vedderbume,** aeems evident fiom Oabume^ 
Catalogue.* But I peroeivey on dipping inle 
the new ecKtion of ^ Ames' JBUiorff cfPrm^ 
ingi^ that you have already bandied the matter 
with your usual accuracy and research. 
. In tfie Faculty Library, as I learn from their 
printed catalogue, is some old Scotiirti poetry bjr 



* Arte this, see Leyden^s Introduction to the Cbmplaynt ef 

.^eotlaad; Had*s Ictler ia tht Scots BIj^uDiie for Jaauaijr 

^ 1892 ; and Stdctures thereon in ihe Number ibr Jul^. AA^ 

■U the ducuisioa on the subject, ihe miuter just renudtts .when 

' ii was, and will do so, until a cppy wiifa the title-ppgt tivna «|>. 
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Jaiaes Gamyt of irhich I shiUl esteem it a ¥ery 
fMrticalar favour if you ean procure me wme 
a^oouat I hare neT^beeBi able to bear any 
tUngof tbe old yoUunt of Tinots^ wbich is a 
asraie disappdntmcnt. Mr Firaser Ty tier, wbo 
promiaed ne tx> look after it, is probably dissa- 
tisfied witb tbe maimer in vhicb I bave tbought 
fliyself (obliged to differ fiom bis fiitber; but 
whibh is no otber, I believe, than be himsdif 
differed from Hume and Iftobertson. Magis 
mmiea verUas waa his motto, and umine. 
- I am very mueh afinud that Mr Cbalmers 
undertakes so many literary adventures at once, 
be! mil never be able to achieve them either with 
aatisfiurtion to his judgment, or witb saffty tohis 
health. I have not learned what progress he has 
madeifi <^ the Life of Allan Bam6ay;r butlfind 
he is, likewise, engaged upon that of Thomson, 
as well as on the lives of all the political and 
commerdal writelrs of Great Britmn ; and not 
the less oocupyed, at the same time, in a work of 
slill greater magnitude and importance,— a sort 
ci ViUare ScoHcumy upon a most extensive, and, 
C 
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io iinr as I an capable of jiidgMg» Bioit oari- 
lent pba : * wUdi will, imqucidoBaUjr, ptove 
of the greatest utitity to Sooliih lusUay,--^ 
much gvtetcr indeed diaa any tfaing diat hss 
hitherto i^ipeared; his objiMbeiiig to amass the 
utmost possible quanti^ of facts, vetifyed bj 
the best possible antboritfs. He has httdy fa^ 
voared me with your tiigraved portndt, upoa 
whidi yoa may be assured I set no small vslae. 

I shall be glad if you will inform me who was 
the editor of Montrose^s Menunrs, pubBsbed in 
1756. I had understood him to be the kte 
Lord Hailesyf #hich I now fan^ a mistake, as 
hb Lordship^s character seems to sai^our to6 
much of the yirulency of whiggism for an adi^ 
mirer of Montrose. 

Our friend Pinkerton, I am told, to complete 
the infamy of his chiinicter, has turned criticsl 

* An aUiuion to CSudmcn* moit valuable eolketion of ma- 
terials relative to Sootland, published under the name of ^* Ca» 



t This notion IsUi originated pioboUj from the cireamstaaoe 
of his Lordship*8 having printed (privately> a specimen of an 
intended Life of Montrose. 
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nmewet; a atuttkNi of ooufie^ vbich adbuts 
Mithcr tnitk irar honeit j. He will Umefae 
kftve the pleuitra of tkandemg hie onm dam* 
mttioa «poii the heed* ct Qtfacd», emoi^ idtom, 
I supfUjie, he witt tahe care^ not toifiuget. 

Your very arao^re frmd and 
Humble serva&t, 

J- RITSON. 
V. 

Gray's Inn, 19th May 1795. 
BEAB SIE, 
You will both accept yourself, and have the 
goodness to present to Mr Herd, my smcerest 
acknowledgements for his very'valuable collec* 
tion of Scotisb Ballads, many of which are par- 
ticularly curious, and suchr as I had never before 
seen or heard of. As this gentteraan is peculi- 
arly conversant with the subject, I have taken 
the liberty, on the other nde, to submit to his 
perusal a list of Scotish Songs which I have 
hitberto been unable to meet with, some of which 
he will probably recollect, and be able to say 
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wfaece they are to be foumL I fuppoae I other 
poBsetSy or have seen aboat as many more, the 
merits of which appear insufficient to rescue them 
fimn obUvion. But, all together, the number is 
prodigious! From the fidsdiood, impudaoce, 
and icurrilitj of 7^ CrUical Review, I cmdude 
thatPmkerton is one of its principal author^ 
and pavticularly: ihegtnOeman to whom I and 
my little publication are so much obliged* You' 
will think me too revoigeful when I wish he 
were compelled to subscribe hb name to his 
criticisms.* The Shakspearepaper8,x>f which you 
have heardso much, and which I have carefully 
esuunined^ are, I can assure you, a parcel of for- 
geries, studiously and ably calculated to deceive 
the public: the imposition being, in pinnt of 
art and foresight, beyond any thing of the kind 
that has been witnessed since the days of An^ 
niu8 VUerbimHs:. So that we may soon hope to 



* This cniiout eridqae wiU be^ fbimd in tlw Appendix. 
Certainly, after the unprovoked and •coiriloiis attack bj Bit- 
ion upon Finkerton in the Introductorf Eamy to the Scots 
Songs, it was not surprising that the latter should retaliate. 



snatch you m the number of literary impostors. 
I am, 

DsAA Sir, 

Very nncerely yours, 

J. RIT80N. 

P. S. I have at last recovered the tune to which 
^* the Banks of Helicon,^ and << the Cherrie and 
the Slae," were originally sung. Tliough lost in 
Scotland, and never perhaps known in England, 
it has been preserved in Wales by the name of 
** Glyn Helicon."^ Lord Hwles and Mr Tyt- 
•ler would have been glad of this discovery. 

LIST OF SONGS KEF£RB£D TO. 

Alack and well aday. 

Allan Water ; My love Aniiie*« waadrous boBUT* 
An auld man and a luodHd o' siller. 
And you meet a lass that's gay. 
An Middleton be walking. 
Annie and Colin. 
An she come near me. 
As I came in by Falkland Fair. 
As I stood on the Pier of Leith* 
Auld lang syne : And drink a eop of kindnesi, > 
For auld lang syne. 



Be e0n8tsnt HilL 

Becante i was a bonny kd. 

Beity BeU and Majy Gnj. (OrigmoL) 

Boatman* 

Come ben and lam me, man. 

Come kiM with me^ come dap with me. 

Cttlty i^oon and tree laddie. 

DearBilljf wilt thou go to battle? 

Donaldy gird my cqgie. 

Duncan's complaint. 

For our lang bidiag here. (Origmtd.) 

For the love of Jean. 

Foor-and-twentj Highland-men. 

Fie upon Carnegie. 

Had i the wate die bad me. 

Hallow-even. 

Hey, Tammy Brandy. 

Her antwer it was mum. 

Hey haWp iw iSBg sadne. 

Hey the Locharl'ijeetBiuL 

Highland laddie. . {Or^iml.) 

Highland lassie* lovely iStdtig, 

How can i be sad on my wedding-day. 

I am asleep, do not waken om^ 

I canna winn hame to Eppie/I trow. 

I fix'd my &ncy on her. 

I have lost itty narrow. 

I loo'd a bom^ lady. 



111 gaenae mair to fpwr town. 

rU gar ye be fitin to fiiUow «ie» 

I'll love no mpies^ 

111 never leave tbee» 

I'll never see him more. 

Ill thro' the moor for a' t^ 

I wish my love w^re in a mire* 

If you had been where i have been* 

In her cap she wore a fi^^ther* 

I'se ne'er me i lov*!! thee. 

Its i woold have my gown.nu4e> 

Kate of Aberdeen. (Origmal.) 

Kilt thy coat, Maggy. 

Lochaber no moie. (OrigmaL) 

Lye still, good-man, and take apotber nap* 

My ain kind deaiy o : 

And tho' the night be ne'er pae dark. 
And I be wat a^d weaije lo, 

111 hap thee in my p^^ippa^ 
My ain kind deaxie o. 
My dear, come pl^y ine o^ iigaip. 
My love, alas! is dead.and gon^ 
My wife she dang qie. 
O an i were many'd. 
O, dear mother, what shall i do? 
O, Jean» i love thee. 
O'er Bogie. 
O'er the hills and &r awa'. ( Origimd,) 



One evening ai i ket my wi^. 

Open the door lo tluee. 

P«gg7» I mutt We Aeo. (Origimi.) 

Polwarth on the green. (Ori^imL) 

Saw ye my Peggy? 

Sour plunu of GaII«fciela» 

Steer her up and had her gawa» 

Stormont'tghoat 

The ale-wife and hertaneL 

The auld gaud aver* 

The auld maid of Fife. 

The harber and his bason. 

The bonny lam of Aberdeen. 

The bonnyest lam in a' the warld. 

The bonnyest lam in oor town. 

The banting sigh. 

The Corby and the ^et 

The Earl of Murray's bonny tUng. 

The gallant shoemaker. 

ThegleedEarlofKdIy. 

The Gordons has the guiding on't 

The King of France, he run a race. 

The Lady of the ftrireiy field. 

The man has got his mate again. 

The milUng^pail. 

The minister's wife has learnt a sang. 

The old Stewarts back again. 

The old witdi of Ochiltree. 
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The vcnfieofmy love. 

The vowf of endlets lore. 

The widows ihell have i 

The winding of the itream. 

The winter it is past 

The [[old^ wawkhig of ^e fimld* 

There are few good fdkms when Jamie's away. 

There's three good fellows down in yon glen. 

This Logan water is so deep. 

Thro' the wood, kddie. ( OrigbmL) 

Under the green- wood tree. 

Up in the morning early. 

Up the reel of Bogie. 

Up with the Souters of Selkirk, and down with 

the Earl of Hume* 
Was ye at the hridal? 
Wate ye how the play began. 
We'll a' to Kelso go* 
We're a' Mar's men. 
Well a day. 

What have i done &r want of wit? 
Mliat the devil ails yon ? 
When the king came o'er the water. 
Where shall our good man lye ? 
Widow, are ye wawking ? 
Will ye go to Sheriff-mnir ? 
Will ye lend me your loom, lass ? 
Willy's the lad for me. 
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Woe is me, what maim i do ? 
Woe'i my hetft that we shauld iniito. (Origbutt.) 
Yell ay he wehsoma ktA agaiiL 
Ye took yovr pads 
Upon your haeb^ 

Ye wadna itay, 

. .Yan 



N«& ThetttBeitoMit.aCtMM«fli«i att.il^ 
pieservecL 

* Thli fiit of loiigB WM printed in the Seoli*,3(acumlK 
Junuury 1802, with the following notke pvefixed i ^ The edi» 
ton of the Scott Magazine having been fiifoured with the fol- 
lowing list of deddetata ui SooCiih Song, by that eminent md 
accurate antiquarian J. Ritson, £eq. beg lea?e to caB the atten- 
tion of thdr countrymen more paKticuliiiy tfr this anbi^et 
They have the utmost reaaqa le bdieve, th«t |niDy9.pedii^ the 
majority, of the songs here enumerated, are itill ivesenred by 
tradition, and float in the oocaibnal recitation of the Scotiqb 
liowlanders ; at least it is absolutely certain that many beauti- 
ful verses, if not complete songs, have been picssi i ed in thii 
manner. That these shouUl at least be «}necied CtdOeelsd ?) 
and arranged, must be the aideni wA lOtMjy nf OKtry.SflPti- 
man, but of every pcnoa whp p o o p y siwa.tastefar natiwe.aiii 
nmplidty. The history of Scottah seog^ though equally initst' 
esting and curious, from the total n^lect in which it remained 
for a very long period, has become a subject of very difficult 
discussion, andean only be illustrated by an appeal to foots. 
As the opportunities of ilkHlmtion an constantly diminishing, 
the editors of the Scots Magazine jCOBOot resMt ^icpapMkiaa 
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Grmfi Inn, Jufy ^14, 1795. 
!D£AR Jint, 
I had prtejporeid a t^ter lor yoo, vHh wliidi'I 
iifteiided to kive tittulfled Mr Li&g, Irho pro- 



of availing themadvefof tbii oocirian, to iavite Ae t 
cationa of every penon who can repeat Sootiah aonga, or who 
BHiy Ii«fe ail dppoietiitity of tfansenbiDg te i^^ 
traditioD. An opportunity kat may never i^;ain Maur ; -mi 
within these hut twenty years, nnmenma opportunities of i«- 
oovering heantifol momunenta of Scodsh song have certainly 
bean kat. At the aame time, they caimot tidpai^gaatiDg Urn 
pmpriety, or rather necessity, that there ia for every person 
pledging his veradty for the accuracy of hia communications ; 
while they ncalleet dieiiUoqiqr that lh« national ohamcter baa 
incurred from a few instances of literary imposition, which the 
authors probably intended rather as experiments on the critical 
taatn of tiie iSmea, ihan espevime&tal deeq^tioDa of tii^'ittdiBr- 
standing." 

Notwithstanding of thia appeal, little was then done to- 
wards the Tecoviery of iStke remains of the popular poetry of 
the country. StibaaspMotly* by the actinty and tndualjy of 
n few individuals, many of the songs enumerated in mtson*s list, 
were obtuned, I)e8ide8 a number he had never heard of; and, 
let it be remembered, that, in addition to the many other obliga* 
tbns conferred on Sootish literature by Sir Walter Scott, he it 
was, who first successfully excited his countrymen to collect and 
preserve thtftude, but expressive lays of fheir fordathen^ by 
the publicadon of his Border Minstrdsy ; and that he has 
once uniformly encouraged and promoted every undertaking 
which had such an end for its object* 
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miaed, if I did not misunderstand him, to fa- 
TOUT me with a call before he left town. Since, 
faowever, he has thought proper to take French 
(father than Scotch) leave, I wai under the ne-. 
oessity of re-writing my letter, as it ran to acou- 
pie of sheets, and one finds it di£5cult under the 
late regulations, and at this time of year, to pro- 
cure a cover. 

. Mr Chalmers, whose character and conduct 
intitle him to every possible instance of atten- 
tion and civility, was in possession of Mr Herd^s 
MSS« before the receit of your last favomr. 

I don't know how I expressed myself respect- 
ing the lonig list I took the liberty of ccHnmum- 
cating ; but, in fact, it was a lui qfsongSt^-'Bsid 
not of tunsSf as you seem to imagine. However, 
it was not meant, in any point of view, to give 
you the trouble you appear to have taken about 
it. 

The Shakspeare papers, which have of late 
been so much the subject of conversatimi, are 
in the possession of Mr Samuel Ireland, of 
Norfolk Street, in the Strand, who has long 
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distifiguished himself as an amateur and collec- 
tor of tile works of Hogarth, as well as by se- 
veral literary publications. He himself informed 
me, that they were discovered by his son, among 
some old writings, in the chambers of a gentle- 
man in the Temple, whose name he was not at 
fiberty to mention. I am since told that he has 
not only considerably augmented the collections 
which I saw, by the addition of playhouse ac- 
counts and tracts from Shakspear'^s library, but 
has likewise occasionally varyed the relation of 
his becoming possesed of it However, as I had 
not the slightest doubt as to the fabrication or 
forgery of every thing he shewed me, my cu^ 
riosity was never tempted to repeat the visit* 

* The immediate detection of this forgery, it a dedrive proof 
.—if indeed any proof on the subject were necessary — of the 
sooninesB, genendly speaking, of Bitson*s judgement. Thai 
which bad perplexed individuals of the first literary emineaoe, 
and to expose which Malone had written a goodly octavo vo* 
lume, containing numerous reasons, (one half of which were 
wrong,) was instantly detected by this singular man, upon a enr- 
sorj inspection. Young Ireland*s account of the interview ia 
too interesting to be omitted. 

^ The diarp physiognomy, the pieidng eye, and the silent 
scrutiny of Mr Eitson, filled me with a dread I had never be* 
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I tdce tbe whole mbtme to hare been exeeuteil 
within these dirce or four yetan; tinet die 
pttUkation, that is, of Mdone^a e^Ktion of 
Shakspeare; and bjr, or mider thedbeedosof, 
some person of genhis and taknts, wMch ought 
to have been lipller emjrfoTed. It ap pea r e d to 
me, at the thne, that Ireland hinnelf was the 
dupe of this imposture; bat whether he be stiH 
ignorant of its real nature and design, I cannot 
be quite so poflxture. The things I saw were 
deeds, letters, verses, drawings, oonundrums, 
&C. 8tc together withihe entire {day of K. Lear; 
every article of which it would be a very easy 
matter to demonstrate^ as well by intrinmc as by 
external evidence, to be a recent and pal^ble 
forgery. Tbe mont remarkable drcumsti^ce, 

wft cxperwDCM* Hii ^iMitioiiiBSii wets boomc* bca dvsjs 
to the purpose. No studied Sow of woids could dnw hfan fhim 
his purpose; he was not to be hoodwinked; and, after sadsQr- 
ing his cariosity, he departed ftom Mr Sanmel IrslBiidls house 
without delivering any opinioD, or oonunitting himself ia the 
smallest drcumstance. In fine, I do as firmly befiere that 
Mr^ftttson went away Ailly assured that the papers were spu- 
rious, as that I have existence at this moment*'— C(m/^#n(»i« 
cf WURam Henry Ireland^ p. 227. 
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perhaps^ m this iniqnitoitt baaineM^ 9xA that 
which 18, apitemitlj^ besicaleuUitod to fftcmott 
hs suoeeai^jfihMhiltthe porebmtDt and seals are 
itidiqwtiUyaiieaantaadaiithemic; s^tbatlbe 
evigiDal trritin^ itiusf have bcieii entbelyeffiEMcd. 
I%i8 effect^ however^ Ola be> and doubdeBabtt 
been produced by a diemicai preparation, (wett 
knowo, it seenifi, to foxgers of notes,) whidk na- 
ntofres ewj Tcslige tf ink^ witbout the ali^t- 
eal ifijuryto ihs aubetaiicef on irl^h it has been 
used . With respect to the afiachrwiiMDs and 
ineoitiaisteiiaes which here and there oeeiHr,.aene 
(if iiot all) of them have, pnbMjj been inttei. 
diicdifbr the express purpose of being esM day 
tt other triumphantly brought finrward, bj the 
impostor himself, as demonstrative proofs of the 
ignorance and gullibility of the Shakspeare con- 
iioisseur& The s«ooesiof the subscription (four 
guineas) is not, I understand, such as to induce 
Mrlidand to give his treasures to the public, 
fbt the present * 

*Fov an luvoOnt of thttatA4xrdiiiM7 forgery, we Ii^^ L 
Confetsions-i 4me of the most amuring bodltt ever wtitten. 
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I observe, with pleasure, what Mr Herd hat 
Femarked upon the confusion made by Pinker* 
tonof the twoPfitfMmibf. He has, with equal 
Ignorance^ confounded the two Hamiltons (oi 
Bangour and 6itt)ertfield.) But, indeed, his 
Uunders are venial, when eompared with the 
more criminal parts of hb literaiy and moral 
dharaeter. 

Do you possess, or did you ever meet with, 
^ The Taill ot Rauf CoOzear^ printed at Sanct 
AndroisbeR. Lekprevik, UTS?"^ You, at 
least, recollect the title in Ames: and the hero, 
whoever he was, (finr I cannot comprehend how 
he harbreit King Charles,) u mentioned by 
Dunbar, (Anoent Scottish Poems, Edin. 1770,) 

* '•KyneofBaufColjardaDd Joimetbemf.** 

Lord Haile% by the way, in his note upon 
this line, supposes ^ Jclhne ihe re^ to mean 



* There is a oopy, suppoted unique, in Uie AdTOcatcs* li- 
brary. It has been repiiated by Mr David Laing in his tbIu- 
able ^ Select Remains of the Ancient Popular Poetry of Soot- 
land." Edin. 1823, 4to. 
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* 

Jokny Armstrong; which cannot be : since, be* 
sides that the poem itself is in ail probability 
older tfattn Armstrong's time, he ia likewise 
named, along with this same Rauf Coilzear, in 
BSdiop DougWs Police of Honour j written 
before 1618^ 

** I saw RafCoQzear^ with his thrawin Bmw« 
Craibit Johne the rOf^ and anld CowkewpU Sow.** 

Johne the r^ in fact, is Johii the reve, (or 
baitif,) die subject of a very andent popular 
poem, of which Dr Fen^, who has it in his 
folio MS. long since promised the publication* 
Cawlrezopissaw is another old poem in the 
Hyndford MS.* As for Rauf Coilzear, there 
was perhaps, a still earlyer edition of his story 
than Lekprevik\ it being mentioned in Wed- 
derbum's Complainte, 1549. . 

I am sorry to learn the death of poor Smellie, 
wbose name reminds meof a whtmstcal anec- 

* Colkelbie sow was for the first time pxinted in Mr Laing^s 
work before mentioned, under the editorial care of Robert Pit- 
cairn, Esq. a gentleman to whom the public is infinitely 
indebted for the publication, now going on, of all that is impor* 
taut in the Justiciary record. 

D 
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dote. In the course of a conferaatibny one 

evening, at the Tripe Ctub^^ (when I was last 

in Edinburgh,) upon the aversioB which the 

people in Scotland had fonnerl j borne to the 

fimnly at present <m the throne, Snellie remark^ 

ed, as an equally strong and singular instance, 

that they had given the royal name, Geordie, 

to a sir-reverence: now, on looking casually over 

^ the works of Captain Alexander Ratclifife,'' 

printed in 1696, but apparently written some 

years before, I find that this illustrious name 

had been thus lamentably degraded before the 

present family was heard of; from which, ot 

course, as a loyal subject, I am anxious to re« 

move so dirty an imputation. The passage I 

aHude to is the following, in the Epistle from 

Paris to Helen : 

The wwty fist between your bmul does seem 
Iiiki « (rmiMi Gmt^ dnpl in « bowl of awakf 

* Of wfaiidi tire late AkzanderCflttipben^ the editor of Al- 
byn's Anthology, and anihor of a (very hnpotftet) Histoiy of 
Sootish Poetiy, dec. Keil the prfntelr, and other dtizens of Edia- 
buxghy were mesuben* 

t Baddiflfe'i OWd Tmyestie, in whkir tfaeie lliwi oceor, had 
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The actual origin of this curious appellation 
is now, perhaps^ imposable to ascertain. Apro^ 
pos^ whais» or is to be, the new Secretary to 
your Antiquarian Society, and do they intend to 
puUish a second yolume of their Transactions ? 
Adieu, my dear Sir : May you live a thousand 
years! 

J. RITSON. 



been printed sepwatdy many yean before. The second edition, 
*^ Enlarged with Ten Epistles never before printed,** appeared 
in 1681, London, 8vo. Hit MisceUaneoiu Foema were pub- 
lished the ensuing yew. The following is the title of the 
Tdlume : *^ The Ramble, an Anti-heroick Poem, togedier with 
•ome Terrestrial Hymns and Carnal lyaculations, by Alexan- 
der Raddifie, of Gray*s Inn, Esq. Semd intanivimui Omnet* 
London, printed for the author, and are to be sold by Walter 
Davis, in Amen Comer, 1682.'* It is dedicated to James 
Lord Annesley. From the '^ Bookseller's Preface to his Cus- 
tomers,*' it would seem that Lord Rochester was generally sup- 
poaed to have been the author of the ** Ramble ;*' and this sup- 
position probably arose from the extreme indecency of the 
poem, whidi, thouj^ poaseiring considenible humour and point, 
is dreadfiilly gross. 



APPENDIX. 

No. I. 
ScoUsh Sangi. 2 vols. ISmo. 10^. boards. Johnson, 

When the editor of tihese volames published hii 

* Select Collection of English Songs,' and hii ' An- 
dent SongSy' he attacked Dr Percy with the most 
diamefal and diagusting tirulence ; and even, as we 
are informed, proceeded so &r as to term the learned 
and respectable Prelate a lying priest, in a letter 
written -purposely fiir his inspection. All this, gen- 
tle reader, was because the Doctor, in his early 
years, had published that raluable collection, the 

* Reliqnes of Ancient English Poetry,' in which he 
had sometimes corrected a word, or added a supple- 
ment, to the originals. 

We are told hj travellers, that some of the Tartar 
nations are accustomed, when they kill an enemy, to 
make a drum of his skin, on which they beat tattoos 
tif double terror. And never was wild Cossack, or 
French democrat, more redoubtable than our present 
liero, whose books are mere drums of the skins of his 
enemies ; ihat is, of all who hare unluckily jCbre- 

* Critical Review, January 1795, p. 49. 
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stalled any of his importani parsuits. Bewaze, je 
editors of BoUn Hood, or Tom Thumb I Rash men» 
look to your duns! Ye hnmUe bdlad-mongen^ hiie 
alannistSy for the Tartars are coming I 

The present dram is made of the skin of John 
Plnkerton, peace to his manes! ^fmpamzoHir in pace* 
Pinkerton, originally a haUad-monger, was some- 
what of a drummer inhisown time ; and his ghost, 
we presume, will listen with delight eren to die 
sound of his own skin. 

To drop the metaphor, ere it grow stale, it isim* 
possible to be serious, when we see a writer so weak 
as to burst into impotent rage, and eren fall into 
convulsions, at a change of a letter or wocd in an old 
ballad : and nothing can be more puerile than to ima- 
gine that there is no room for jt new puUicatkm till 
the former ones be cut down. Mr Ritson might 
have published collections of English or Scotish poe- 
try, without assailing any former editor ; and his 
industry and exactness would have attrasted estima- 
tion. He might, in justice and candour, have pnised 
former editors for what they did, instead of indul> 
gbg that malignity, which diigusts the reader of 
books of amusement, and is only acceptable to a few 
perverse spirits, who rejoice to see authors make 
lliemselves little by fighting like game cocks ; and, 
while they seem to applaud their own cock, are 
laughing at him in their sleeves. 
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Tlu3 ooUectioii is nealtiy printo4* »nd is apoomiA* 
«a«d wilh ftlie music But we b«d higber espoipta* 
tions fiwBi the editor's powers of xeieftrcli on aucb 
topics, than we here find zeeUaed* Most of the 
pieces are trivial and oQDUQon: and we.x:ose from the 
woik, not only withont the gcatifisation of noyelty, 
Imh with dif^st at the editor's pi^judipe^* and want 
of taste and discximination. 

PiefijEed are a Prefaoe, and nn Historical Essay .on 
Spotish Song; mid we shall with them hegin our 
ffemarksj and leave the reader to judge liow fiur this 
editor has a title to assume such a ludicrous deq^ 
lism in his present department;, whioh he thus enters 
nppn« as the Byaantine emperors commenced their 
decrees with Nostra DiviniUu* 

^ It may be nfttiunlly mppoied that a publication <of thit na- 
ture irould have been tendered mwe per&ct by a nji^re of 
North Britain. Without discussing this question, the editor 
has only to observe, that dib'gent enquiry, extensive reading, 
and unwearyed assiduity, added to the strictest integrity, and 
most disintererted views, have possibly tended to lessen the dis- 
advantages of an Englith birth ; and that he is persuaded the 
present oc^lectipn, such as it is, will not msSEst by compariioii 
with any thing of the land hitherto published in either «oiui- 
tiy." 

Who would not imagine, -from this self-importanoe, 
that some solemn afiair were in hand ? What must 
he the power of that mind which can descant with 
euch dignity on a bidlad? To us, who are accustom- 
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edioliMl triflei ai triie^ itncals the vemenbnoiee 
of a irenenible old man who oiiee a ppe a r e d at a fidr« 
dudong a child'f tattk^ and graTclj itnkiiig ius 
Iwacd at vrtrj pauae. 

The mnaiks on the Cdtie language amoDg the 
Ciahregian^ p. xiiL of the Eany, prooeed on erro* 
neoiii aoppoBtions, the editor hanng ventofed he- 
yond hia little pale. The wild Scota of Galloway, 
who apoke Imh* were a odonj pennitted to aettle 
there in the fifteenth eentary, while a eonatant in- 
terooon^ and mutnal aid, prevailed hetween Soot- 
land and the north of Ireland. They are unoen- 
turned before that time ; and have nothing to do with 
the old Galwegiana. The ether aigumenta are 
equally Aitile, and beneath notice. Nor can greater 
Ignorance be evinced than in the imagination^ p.xv. 
that the Celts had ever peopled Scandinavia ; where, 
as every antiquary knows, not a Celtic word, nor mo- 
nument, remains. The Duan, p. xix. is written in 
Irish, as waa the genealogy of Alexander II L 
though all know that English waa the common lan- 
guage of the Scotish court at that time. The bard 
addresses the people of Albany, or Scotland, in ge- 
neral, not the Celts only, aa our editor implieain his 



With similar teaming he misquotes the Scaligeri- 
ana, to shew that James V. was camard, or flat- 
nosed ; while Joseph Scaliger is spefd^iiig of his con- 
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temporary James VI. who waa flat-noaed and ugly, 
as aH hia portraits show. Joseph was hazdlj bom 
when James V. died; and this Monarch added to a 
most graceful ooantenance an aqiuline oose, as ap» 
pears not onlj fiom the old engrated partnits» but 
horn that lately puUisbed, from an anejent patntmg, 
in the Por&aits of Blostrious Persons of Scotland. 
As Mr Ritson deals much in trifles, it is surpriaiog 
that he is not accurate in his trifles; but we hope 
that, by pointing out such strange errors, we shall 
teach him a most useful lesson, modxstt, the sense 
of his own faults, and a consequent lenity flxr those 
of others. 

Of his candour in this Essay, we shall select the 
following specimen : 

^ In the year 17199 the celebrated poem or ballad of Hardy- 
knute flnt appeared at Edinburgh, as ^* a fragment,*' m a folio 
pamphlet of 12 pages. That it ib of no greater antiquity, must 
be perfectly dear, from e^ery species of evidence, intrinsic or 
extiionc, and the only means of reconciling the seemingly oppo- 
site accounts of its birth, is to conclude it the iU^timate off- 
spring of Mrs Wardlaw, by Sir John Bruce. The two stanzas 
beginning ** Aryse, zonng knicht,** the three beginning ^^ Now 
with his fevM and stalwart tndn,** the two beginning ^< Sair 
Ucids my kige," the six beginning ^^ Quhair lykea fyre,^ and 
the three last, are not in the first edition, (which was r^ninted 
in four leaves, 8vo.) but originally appeared in the £ver-green ; 
in which many different readings are given, and Bamsay, to 
confirm the authenticity of the ^hole, has every where changed 
the initial y to ;;. That a composition abounding with evident 
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iinitelioiii ^f^ iiod 4inci vKiifMPi to ivodciB amL fiujulifNr'Metnr* 
in ahort, that a palpable and Iniagikig foisciy, wttlmat the 
di^tert resemblance of any thing ancient or originaL, shoold 
hare passed either in England or Scotland, fin a genuine relique 
fX antiquity^ nmM appear afanott incnd&le and nuracaloos, if 
tlwiaiww not i abeeqiw t llMWiiif a dMOar ^aaon. Wl^ 
llia8oolidi'ltl«Niili abtnld be noie f«liadaily addioidl to fita- 
my impontion than tbote of any other conntiyt migbtbe acu- 
riout tubject of investigation for their new Royal Sodei^. Dr 
Johnson, indeed, is of opinion, that ^* a Sootdunan must be a 
Tery sturdy moralist, who does not love Scotland better than 
tnith ; he will alwaytlofe it,'* he says, ** better than inqithy: 
aMd, if &lsdioodilattsn.his vanity, will not be vary difigaH to 
delect it.** He ia s pwlring qf •nptber for|pBy,-,,Ae Paenas of 
Ossbn. However this may be, the fact is incontestable ; aad 
the forgeries of Hector Boelhtus, David Chalmers, George Bu- 
chanan, Thomas Dempster, Sir John Bruce, WHliam Lauder, 
ArehibaM Bower, James MacpherMiii, and John Pinkerton, 
stamp a ^i^graee upon the national chaiacier, whidi ages of -ex- 
ceptionless integiity will be required to remove; an sen, hosr- 
ever, which, if one may judge from the detestation in which the 
.most infamous and despicable of these impostors is univenally 
held, has already commenced.* 

The confusion of ideas in this paragraph is won- 
derful. Of the foigeries of David Chalmers we 
. know nothing. Buchanan, we suppose^ u arndgned 
as the finger of Mary's letters, a diarge only believed 
by bigots; and, if they were foiged, Maitkndof 
Lethington was certainly the man. Bruce and Pin- 
kerton forged old ballads ; and the latter has Icmg 
ago pointed out all his forgeries in that way, which 
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strike as ts bdsg as iasoeent as tlie /jN^Arref In* 
mfcenteio£ Ficsrt. At our author's refleclidns our 
northern neighbours will only sikule; but mre arast 
be poidoBed for ei^pesuig his ignonooe. There is» 
in &ast, no country in Europe, but basipedneed «s 
many literary imposfton air Sebtfamd. in Italy, they 
have swarmed; witness die works of Annms of Vi» 
terho, of Inghiramius, of numerous writers of the 
fifteenth century ; it is even doubtful if Quintus 
Curtius be no*' A foiigery of that period. In France 
let the £ilse Turpin, Huubsldus, * && '&c be :men*» 
tioned. In Spain, the forgeries of History; the 
false Idatius, Julianus, Dexter, Braulo, Heleca, Eu« 
trandus, &c && amount to more than twenty, as 
the reader may see on consultiug the BibHotheca 
Hisponica of Aiktoninus. Eren in England, Leland, 
Bale, and Pitts, (with Bishop Tanner their blind 
foUower,) are as eminent fbigers in their -way as 
Thomas Dempster; and Chatterton may vie ^with 
Macpherson : not to mention Sir Thomas Elliot, the 
finger of the Comntentaries of Alexander Severus, 

As to the extension our editor gives to the idea of 
fbrgery, it only shews a want of judgment and dis- 
crimination. According to this saint in trouble, Mr 
Addison, in his tales in the Spectator, from oriental 
MSS. ; Mr Pope, in his Anecdotes of the Court of 
Pharamond, from a MS. in the same work ; Montes- 
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^ieu, in liif Pernan Letters, (for brevity we pastf ^ 

many known instances,) are criminal Jbrger$. A t» 

Kttle mind, never itsdf warmed bj genius, nor sen* n 

sible to its imprenions, may thus jadge ; bat the n 

public is a jury of more liberality and candour. n 

The repeated attacks, in text and notes, on Pin- of 

kerton's youihfiil productions, the Select Scotish in 

Ballads, &c we pass in silence, for they are too so- n 

VQiay for our pages. But we must express our sur- po 

prise, that so keen an author has hit no blot, but has B 

shot his arrows at random. Without metaphor, no k 

error is pointed out, but only general invectives, be* p 

stowed with such surprising fecundity and grace, as K 

to remind us of a gentleman mentioned in scripture, I 

' who was angry because his time was but short.' Q 

As the most fiivourable specimen of the Essay, we S 

shall select the concluding part, on the musical in« n 

atruments used in Scotland, after premising, that the j 

dbrttf isabag-pipe, as shewn by Mr Ledwich in j 

his Antiquities of Ireland ; but we are fatigued with | 

pointing out minute errors and imperfections ; and q 
only request the reader to believe that we are not 
insensible of the others in this extract.* 

In proceeding to the Poems, which being mostly ^ 

known to our readers, will hardly admit of extractar, ^ 

* It was judged annecessary to give the quotatioo, which is 1 
very long ; the reader is therefore referred to the passage commen- 
cing ^* A few words th juld/* &c. in the Preface to the Songs. j 
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we oiust premiie, that our editor hus t^paxed no paiiii 
to reject any improvement, and to restore tbem Ip 
error and imperfection : a seal eminently laudable, 
in an age when reformation is thouglit as dangerous 
as it is to get rid of the gout. We have no opinion 
of oar author^s general learning; but must whimper 
in his e^r that it is pra&natio&> nay, (in his saintly 
scale of crimes) it is hhtphemgt for any editor to 
publish any classic, except in fac simile of the MS. 
Hold you, Mr Heyne, you sacrilegious professor ! 
And Virgil too \ An old author ! None of your im- 
provements and conjectures ! All must be &c simile* 
No other simile will go down. Here are Tom 
Heame and John Ritson, Tom O Nokes and John 
O Styles.— But copper^plates will be too expensive. 
Sirs, for printing my ViigiL-— O true, Mr Profes* 
sor, copper is expensive, though brass be not* But 
do give, us a little touch of the black letter, you un^ 
derstand : and by all means supply not a word, a 
syllable ; give us all the contnu;tionst, all the sweet 
contractions, not a pot*hook can be spared. 
^ Bide&tem dicere venim quid Yctet ?' 

For such, in solemn truth, is the state of this 
mighty question ; and for the practice of every edi- 
tor in Europe, does Mr Ritson publicly call respec- 
table men, tffipoftor#,ybrger#, and hfars. 

The notes are few, and sometimes erroneous, as 
for instance, the apparition to Col. Gardiner. By 
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A# pi i iwii»iliuii of alt theJaoobite floogi, (tead not 
JaoaUa) 1I10 editor hat, ason otber oceaiionfl» evi»- 
eed Ilia fimdneMfbr thdr prioci|ileg> . The fbUovtiag 
we aelaat aa an antkbfeer and aa sboclii 

' Y£ JACOBITES BY NAME. 

* Yt ITaeolntet by name, give an «ar, pwt an ear; 
Ye Jaoobkei bf naaie, gnw Ml ear ; 
Ye Jaeobitet by name. 
Your finilts I will proclaim » 
Your doctrines I maun blame. 
You ihall bear. 

What is i%bt| and what is wxang» b^ the lair, b)r thelaw ? 
What is right, and what is wrang, by the law ? 
What is right, and what is wrang ? 
A short sword, and a lang, 
A weak ann, and a Strang 
fWtadxaw* 

What makes heroic strife, fam*d afar, fam*d afar ? 
MHiBtiadKB heroic strife, fiunM afiur? 
W&at makes heroic strife ? 
To wiiet theaasassia't knafe> 
Or hunt a paie&t*t life 
Wr bludie war. 

Tbenitt your aduinci atee, hi the slate,. is/tlie stale; 
Then let your scfaemcaaloaei in the state; 
Then let yoor schemet alone. 
Adore the rising sun. 
And leave a man undone 
To his fate.* 
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We forbear any fiuther extracto, as. tlie pieces are 
already known; and shall only add sfewieBUutoon 
the glossary. 

Bamiers, aie not man wlio hind aheavu^ hut 
Unsteriiig fellows, sweavecs ; to (an, is to curse* 

Bardies, are not little bards^ bat auld baxdies^ 
old bearded men. 

Blinks, Mr Ritson cannot interpret, though in tha 
preceding line he gives its {mterit IdrnkOf glanced. 
* The blythe blinks in h^ eye/ Ib, ' Joy qMnkies in 
her eye.' 

Brag, is boast, scold. 

Bridal, from bride^aie ! So burial is from bury- 
ale, and ceremonial, from ceremony-ale. 

Broom, heath 1 a mere provincialism in somepurts 
of Englsnd.^ Brotnn, is broom, gemsia. 

Brok, unknown, is badger. 

Bugkting, ewe-milking ! It is putting them into 
bughts, or ftlds, whether nnlked or not. 

Hd-hmtse and psmify, are strangely confounded 
willK bui and hem Hsdl and pastry are differenr 
firam kitchen and parlour. 

Bjfde, not endure ; but remain. 

CM, is not old man, but churl, and is applied td 
ddand young. 

Cess, is dty-tax. 

Chapped stoeks, unknovm, are cabbage stocks 
chopped with' butter. 

Cock, strut 



48 



Gliwe, Uy plaj at the glove, u to tilt at a glove. 

GowJTd, is laughed. 

Heesy, a &1L 

KyrUe, 11 not upper-pettkoal, bat our modem 
gown« a wakt and petticoat. A kyrtle and mantle 
completed a woman's diessb 

linwier, was formerlj r^gue ; nor is it now whore, 
hut slat. 

The interpretation of Uk m^ kead, is ridiculous; 
the original word was doubtless, htUg kmi, bowr 

Mazer, is fine earthen ware, probablj made at 
Masieres in Champagne. 

Paw is French, pat, passe / as in English pew- 
tricks are pas, pas, not to be done. 

Shfre, is sheer. Slaked, is slided, glided* 

TaU, small quantity, sticking together as a lock 
of hair, or of wool. 

Touk of drum, tuck of drum. 

Turs, to turse, is to bundle. Weers, is worse. 

We have passed other instances of wnmg inter- 
pretation, or of the want of it, as these may convince 
our readers that Mr Ritson is little versed in the 
Scotish dialect, though he a^ire to be a superlative 
judge of every production in it He may at present 
regard us as his enemies ; but as soon as he abandons 
his petulant and dashing manner, which must in 
time be disgusting to himself, he will esteem us his 
best friends, for pointing out this worm in the bud. 



4? 

And as soon as he shall begin to write like ascholar 
and a gentleman, with accuracy and modesty^ we 
shall be the first to applaud his new career. 



No; II. 

EwlracU from the Letters of 12. Gougk, Esq; to Mr 
George Paton, at to Irelan^s Forgery, 

Mr Paton had written as follows to Mr Gough : — 
*' What are the general sentiments of the public with 
regard to the late disoevenes of the Shahspear MSS ? 
Whether genuine or not ? Are any small editions in 
12mo. of them printed for common use? This would 
be of rapid sale to the proprietor, who, it is presu- 
med, is Mr Ireland. I should be glad to learn who 
he is> and hi» character and particulars of the MSS. 
the hints handed here are so various, they meet with 
suspicious credit : there will be a flood of controversy 
on the subject." 

Ciutom-hoiue, Edin. 12th Jan. 179C. 

The subjoined extracts give Mr Cough's commu- 
nications on the subject. 

1. 

'< The new discoTeied Shakspear MSS, find little 
credit with the good judges of the, subject. Mr Ire^ 
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land, ihb BMUft, thfeai£n$ every body who. gpeaks. 
againgt hk ^ioo?eiies» and' even 'tke nevn^xpeis if 
they make ^sctxaets. * I loKVe 7911 lo jnigeoa .vrhat 
grounds his credit stands. He wiJl be warmly, and 
to purpose, attacked by our Shakspear champions, 
and that ere long. No small edition will be publish- 
ed ; £oT the high subscription to the lacger will hard- 
ly reimburse him. 
Enfield, Jin: 1«. 1790. 

% • 

I shall use Mr Constable's leave to send your par- 
cels occasioiially; and intone eftiieie, MrMalooe's 
complete detdctienef Mr Iielatii^ dhfldtspear MS& 
c ompared with^hich Ae lesser ptuaipltkili'mre bet 
candles to the som « The Play-tif Vort^m- was petw 
fbrmed At Drniy Lane- by aome tyf * acet best' actors 
last Saturday; but not so well leeeiv^ as to be^en« 
couraged to a second edition. Mr Midone's book 
came out two dayy beroie. 

Enfield, April 5. 1796. 

3. 
Mr Ireland has pnUished' a ^reiy menacing adver- 
tisement, that he is preparing twiHi'tf'itonvfttflent 
speed an answer to Mr Malone's malevoknt attack. 
It has been insinnafed* in ^some ntmepapesB^AaLthis 
fiion hfts contened a cdpele of 4ite«ICi^ eibdia aeady to 
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nakB Mih that his &thar did not Ihcge the MSS. 
bat wttimpoaed m, Jnd will leste no steps unpur- 
ouei.'tQ< detat Ae^ uqmtoi^ It ww4eitakily v^ei^ 
cadnordiattrf tlkat Ite. posiesMV of fodi rilaaUe pa* 
pecs jbottM. hnm any f cawiisj ftr c w i ctriiHg himaeift 

4. 

Mr Ireland has repeatedly'adTertised that he has 
been deceived; and his son as repeatedly, that if his 
father was deceived, it was through his means, be- 
ing first deceived. The great bubble is therefore 
burst, and probably no further notice will be taken 
of it on either side. 

Enfield, July 2. 1796. 



Mr Ireland has completely cried down his son ; 
and it is said is preparing a vindication of himself: 
but the public are tired of the forgery, by which 
their pockets have suffered more than by any former 
literary forgery. If you get a sight of the Monthly 
Review for July, you will see a complete detection. 

Enfidd, Aug. 26. 1796. 

6. 
Mr Ireland announces a regular defence of his 



condttct, though his son has cxmoealed himself in 
Walesa and sold the fiunoiu librarjr from whence hid 
foigeiy was fthricated to Messrs Whites for their 
ensuing catalogue. Mr Chalmers has taken up the 
pen against Mr Malone's mode of proceeding, more 
than in defence of Mr Ireland, who is again eabtreme- 
ly hurt by being brought on the stage in a new play 
in the character of a forger of antiquities." 
Enfidd, Nov. 18. 1796. 
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